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Henk’s Memories 
That this business of marine 

consulting and surveying is one 

fraught with unexpected events is no 

secret to most of those who “have 

coveralls will travel.” I would like to 

share one of those experiences with 

you. 

Many years ago, I received in-

structions to proceed to Panama 

where one of my clients had a vessel 

laden with sugar in bulk from 

Buenaventura, Columbia destined 

for Odessa, Ukraine, which was 

disabled with a major machinery 

damage on the Pacific side of the 

canal. 

I was coming straight out of a 

New York City meeting disguised as 

a gentleman in a light gray 3-piece 

suit and hopped on the next airplane 

to arrive at Panama City Airport 

very late that night. That was still in 

the Noriega friendly days. Arrange-

ments had been made for me to meet 

with the ship owner and Fred Emond 

of The Salvage Association in the 

Panama City Hilton. 

I did not get that far.  I was 

stopped by immigration, my pass-

port was confiscated without 

explanation and I found myself 

locked in a small room together with 

a long-haired guitar player and a 

drug-addicted person. Waiting 

started and midnight was 

approaching.  After some time, 

which seemed ages to me, a woman 

entered with a broom to sweep the 

floor. Practicing my limited Spanish, 
I made clear that I would like to see 

her boss. What my Spanish language 

did not do, a twenty dollar bill did; 

at least it brought an immigration 

officer to the room. 

The top man, whom I was pre-

sented to, just growled and scratched 

on a piece of paper, which he ripped 

off a pad, some address where I 

could collect my passport the next 

day. I found myself in the street 

about two in the morning at a time 

when only accordion players and 

innkeepers should be out. 

With a lot of trouble I found 

myself a cab to the Hilton. When 

arriving in the lobby at the Hilton, at 

a time that most people are asleep, 

what did I find? -- Fred Emond, 

trusting that I would show up 

sometime, sitting there with a big 

smile on his face. My anger with 

what had happened obviously had 

no boundaries and Fred showed his 

usual phlegmatic friendliness by 

letting me rave and let off steam.   

The next morning, still without 

a passport, the ship was in Balboa 

anchorage for which we had to pass 

immigration with a passport. It took 

me an agent, the B&W representa-

tive’s wife (a local Panamanian 

practicing lawyer) a lot of money 

and some 50 signatures to get my 

passport back by the end of the day. 

The repairs were time consum-

ing and the engine manufacturers did 

not approve our proposed methods 

of repairs. We convinced the Canal 

Authorities to let us through after 

demonstrating reliable maneuver-

ability with the vessel’s modified 

engine configuration. 

Fred Emond and The Salvage 

Association demonstrated profes-

sionalism, a large amount of know-
how, combined with a lot of 

common sense, based on which 

(although the Classification Society 

was not wildly enthusiastic) the 

underwriters of ship and cargo 

approved the owners proceeding to 

and delivering the cargo at Odessa. 

The vessel proceeded at 4-5 

knots speed with part of the engine 

immobilized and secured to her 

destination and arrived at a time 

when the cargo had increased in 

market value, so everybody was 

happy. 

A typical example of decisions 

made in the field, in utmost good 

faith, among technically well-trained 

and experienced individuals, which 

only benefit the industry as a whole. 

After all, this is how the West 

was won and Queen Victoria built 

her empire to name a few examples. 

When Fred and I met earlier this 

year, we had our own sea story to 

tell.  It is nice to get a little older, 

believe me. 

William Towner 

     1928-2000 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we 

announce that our former-associate 

consultant and dear friend William 

Towner, after a prolonged illness, 

passed away on April 22, 2000. 

After having served as a Marine 
Engineer for several US owned 

shipping companies, he held shore-

based supervisory positions with 

shipping companies such as Amoco 

and US Lines. 
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He owned his own consulting 

firm for some years until he joined 

our firm as an associate in April 

1993. Bill served our firm with great 

professional skill and loyalty until 

June 1995, when he decided to retire 

to Maryland while still occasionally 

helping us out with the workload. 

We shall remember Bill not only 

as a professional, who contributed 

much knowledge and experience to 

this firm, but we shall miss him as a 

colleague who had a very warm 

heart and as a friend who had par-

ticularly mastered the art of tutoring 

his younger colleagues to make them 

not only better consultants, but bet-

ter human beings.  

Our thoughts and sympathy go 

out to his wife, Jackie and his fam-

ily.  The marine industry and his 

friends at the firm will surely miss 

him. 

Contest Winner  

 Chris Hendricks of Spirit 

Marine in Norfolk, Virginia is our 

contest winner.  He correctly 

identified the figure on our web page 

as a “Walking Beam Engine.” 

 Congratulations Chris!

Tanker Audits 
The firm of Martin, Ottaway, 

van Hemmen & Dolan, Inc. has been 

contracted to conduct Safety and 

Environmental Protection Audits on 

six vessels operated by Sheridan 

Transportation Company. 

To date, three vessels have been 

audited and scheduling is ongoing 

for the remainder of the fleet. 

It is a pleasure for the firm to 

work with Sheridan Transportation, 

a company that is ISM Code com-

pliant and embraces the voluntary 

standard of ISO 9002 and ISO 

14001. 

Alumnus of the 

Year 
Jim Dolan received the Massa-

chusetts Maritime Academy Alumni 

Association award as the “Alumnus 

of the Year” on June 10th, 2000.   

The award was presented at the 

graduation ceremony held at the 

Academy.  Jim is a 1962 graduate of 

the school as well as a member of 

the Board of Visitors. 

Landlubber’s 

Glossary of 

Nautical Terms 
1. Anchor 

A device designed to bring up 

mud samples from the bottom. 

2. Bottom Paint 
What you get when the cockpit 

seats have just been painted. 

3. Freeboard 
Food and liquor supplies by the 

owner. 

4. Great Circle Route 

The ship’s course when the 

rudder is jammed. 

5. Landlubber 

Anyone on board who wishes 

they were not. 

6. Port 

A fine wine always stowed on 

the left side of the boat. 

7. Sextant 

A device for detecting the 

nighttime activity of guests. 

8. Variation 
The change in menu effected 

when the labels have soaked off 

the canned goods. 
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For additional information about any item in this Newsletter, or to be placed on our mailing list, please contact us at the following numbers: 

Tel (732) 224-1133 Fax (732) 224-8631 or e-mail us on the Internet at info@martinottaway.com 


